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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 1 5 September 2006. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 11 are independent. 
Claim 1 has been amended. This action is made Non-Final. 

3. The rejections of claims 1-16 as being anticipated by US Patent No 6,615,258 to 
Barry et al. 

Drawings 

4. /The objections to the drawings are withdrawn as necessitated by the 
amendments. 



6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



5. 



The rejections of 1-15 are withdrawn as necessitated by amendment. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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7. Claims 1-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
PGPub 2003/0078960 to Murren et al (hereafter Murren). 

Referring to claim 1, Murren discloses a method for presenting data and 
functions to a user via a presentation layer, for use in a distributed processing system to 
effect an interface between a business layer and the presentation layer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

defining a data set structure [constraints] for use in both the business layer and 
the presentation layer, said data set structure comprising hierarchical organizational 
information [hierarchy of constraint layers] for data and functions [configuration 
parameters and application functions] (see [0161], lines 5-9 and [0162]); 

populating a business layer data set in said business layer [business layer 204] 
according to said data set structure, said business layer data set comprising data and 
functions available for use in said business layer (see [0079]-[0080]); and 

populating a presentation layer [presentation layer 212] data set in said 
presentation layer according to said data set structure from said business layer 
[business logic layer 204] data set, said presentation layer data set comprising data and 
functions available for use by the user [output is rendered based on the type of 
receiving device] in said presentation layer (see [0142]; [0153]-[0158]; and Fig 11). 

Referring to claim 2, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein defining a data set structure comprises defining a plurality of items comprising 
a plurality of data items [configuration parameters] and a plurality of function items 
[functions of the application] (see [0162], lines 3-7). 
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Referring to claim 3, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 2 
wherein defining a plurality of data items comprises defining a data value for each of 
said plurality of data items [setting values in the attribute store] (see [0086]; [0091]; and 
[0093]). 

Referring to claim 4, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 2 
wherein defining a plurality of data items comprises defining a domain [problem domain: 
e.g., asset lending, asset management, insurance, etc.] for each of said plurality of data 
items (see [0051]). 

Referring to claim 5, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 4 
wherein defining a domain for each of said data items comprises defining a domain 
home [problem domain] for each of said plurality of data items (see [0051]). 

Referring to claim 6, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 4 
wherein defining a domain [asset management domain] for each of said data items 
comprises defining a context [asset management] for each of said plurality of data items 
(see [0068]). 

Referring to claim 7, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 4 
wherein defining a domain [e.g., asset lending, asset management, insurance, etc.] for 
each of said data items comprises defining a range domain for each of said plurality of 
data items (see [0051]). 

Referring to claim 8, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 4 
wherein defining a domain for each of said plurality of data items comprises defining a 
discrete domain for each of said plurality of data items (see [0051]). 
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Referring to claim 9, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 2 
wherein defining a plurality of function items comprises defining a function for each of 
said plurality of function items (see [0162], lines 3-7). 

Referring to claim 10, Murren discloses a method in accordance with claim 2 
wherein defining a plurality of function items comprises defining a function set for each 
of said plurality of function items (see [0162], lines 3-7). 

Referring to claim 11, Murren discloses an apparatus for use in a distributed 
data processing system comprising: 

a data set [hierarchy of constraint layers] for storing available data and 
identification of function calls [configuration parameters and application functions] (see 
[0161], lines 5-9 and [0162]); 

a presentation layer [presentation layer 212] configured to store data and 
identification of function calls that are available for use by a user in accordance with 
said data set (see [0142]; [0153]-[0158]; and Fig 11); and 

a business layer [business layer 204] configured to store data and identification 
of function calls that are available for use by said presentation layer in accordance with 
said data set (see [0079]-[0080]). 

Referring to claim 12, Murren discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 
1 1 wherein said presentation layer is further configured to request data and 
identification of function calls from said business layer and to store said data and 
identification of function calls in accordance with said data set so that data and 
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identification of function calls of said business layer can be available to said 
presentation layer (see [0142]; [0153]-[0158]; and Fig 11). 

Referring to claim 13, Murren discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 

12 wherein said business layer comprises a plurality of processors wherein each of said 
processors is configured to store data and identification of function calls that are 
available for use by said presentation layer in accordance with said data set wherein 
each of said processors provides unique data and identification of function calls to said 
presentation layer (see [0079]-[0080]; [0142]; [0153]-[0158]; Fig 11). 

Referring to claim 14, Murren discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 

13 wherein business layer function calls are available to said presentation layer for 
execution at said presentation layer via said data set (see [0079]-[0080]; [0142]; [0153]- 
[0158]; Fig 11). 

Referring to claim 15, Murren discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 
13 wherein business layer function calls are available to said presentation layer for 
execution at said business layer via said data set (see [0079]-[0080]; [0142]; [0153]- 
[0158]; Fig 11). 

Referring to claim 16, Murren discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 
13 wherein business layer function calls are available at said presentation layer for 
execution at both said presentation layer and at said business layer via said data set 
(see [0079]-[0080]; [0142]; [0153]-[0158]; Fig 11). 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly Lovel whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2750. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:00. , 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kimberly Lovel 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2167 



7 December 2006 
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